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1. CONFIDENTIAL - ENTIRE TEXT.

( ) DOWNGRADE T8 W0 ( )Sor( )C,0ADR

DARKNESS AT NIONIGHT

2. SENDERO LUMINOSO (SL) TERRORISTS WELCOMED 1984 WITH A

COORDINATED,

PRECISELY TIMED ELECTRICAL BLACKOUT THAT PLUNGED

LINA AND OTHER MAJOR CITIES INTO ODARKNESS AS THE MNEw YEAR

ARRIVED.
(METROPOLITAN LINA'S SIX MILLION,
THOUSAND MORE IN HUANCAYO, JAUJA,

APPROXINATELY 40 PERCENT OF PERU'S POPULATION

PLUS SEVERAL HUNDRED
ICA, PISCO,

AND ELSEWHERE

IN CENTRAL SIERRA AND COAST SOUTH OF LINA) SAW THEIR LIGHTS
G0 OUT AT MIONIGHT WITH .ﬂﬁll‘!!J-R!STOllﬂu.ln §0H§ ClS!So
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3. In A DISPLAY OF TECANICAL PROFICIENCY, SL

NANAGED TO DOMN A WALF OOZEN STRATEGICALLY PLACED
TRANSRISSION TOWERS AT MIDELY SEPARATED POINTS IN THREE
OEPARTRENTS CLINA, NUANCAVELICA, AND JUNIN). TOMER
OYNANITINGS OEGAN 1IN EARLY NORNING MOURS OEC. 36. (1)}
SL'S PIECE OE RESISTANCE CANE AT PRECISE NORENT OF 1984°S
ARRIVAL, AS ADDITIONAL TOWER OYNARITINGS OISRUPTED
ENERGENCY SHUNTINGS LN ELECTRICAL GRID SYSTER AND LEFT
wHOLE OF CENTRAL PERY TENPORARILY WITHOUT POMER. A
SINILAR ATTACE AGAINST WORTH PERUVIAN TOWER CARRYING
CURRENT FRON CHINBOTE TO TRUJILLO FAILED.

N. ALTHOUGH NONE OF ABOVE ATTACKS LEFT KNOWR CASUALTIES,
POLITICAL AFTERNATH WAS CHARGED. LINA'S THREE WAJOR,
PORRALLY PRO-GOVERNNENT, OAILIES (SCONERCIO, SPRENSA,* AND
UOEPRESO") ALL LANDASTED GOVERNAENT'S UNPREPAREONESS,
FOCUSSING ON OFFICIAL COMPLACENCY I THE FACE OF NILITARYS
FOCTce INTELLIGENCE SERVICES® COLLECTIVE INABILITY TO DETER
PORESEEABLE SL ACTIONS. PRENSA COLUNNIST NARTIN GARAY
FORRENTED THAT, WHILE POLICE IN LINA RENAINED SAPELY
SanEo AN SARRTCADED N THEIR CONISARIAS,° THE REST OF
THE CITY'S POPULATION WAS LEFT UNPROTECTED. ALL THREE

At LIES RIDICULED STATENENTS B GOP OFFICIALS 1N PRECEOING
OAYS To EFFECT THAT SENDERO WAS ON THE RUN. (INTERION
DINISTER PERCOVICH, FOR EXANPLE, WAD CLAINED THAT CAPTURE
of TOP SL LEADER OIAZ WARTINEZ -- REFTEL -- LEFT SL
DISARTICULATED.") EXPRESO COLUNNIST LUIS LOLI ROCA

SAID SL SUCCEEOED IN DENONSTRATING ONCE AGALN THAT PERL'S
. GOVERNAENT® WAS WEITNER SUPRENE NOR AN EFFECTIVE
GOVERRNENT. THE ONLY DISSENTING VOICE TO CRITICISN

CANE FRON GOVERNAENT-OWNED LINA DATLY “CRONICA,® WHICH
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ACCUSED OPPOSITION PRESS AND EXPRESO OF SENSATIONAL IS
CRONICA EOTTORIALLZED THAT SENOERO'S ATTACK PRODNCED ONL*
MONENTARY OISCORFORT vk WEw TEDS CELEORANTS, WHO “BROVGHT
0T THE CLASSICAL CANOLES OF OLOEN TAES AND, N THEIR
WONES, CYPERIENCED A SPECIAL, WORE INTINATE ANBIANCE.S .

o SRR

ASSAULTS (N LINA PRODUCED STATE OF ARRIETY N
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CANNOT TELL IF SENOERO'S CHANGED TACTICS
CUoUS ABSENCE OF BLOODSNED) STER FROM
NEw STRATEGY, OR A POLITICALLY ASTUTE

DEFT BLOW AGAINST A VULNERABLE

CAPITAL. ME
CINCLUDING A cousPl!

PERSONNEL LOSSES, A
TALENT FOR STRIKING A

GOVERNNENT.
0GOEMN

CONFIDENTIAL

L]
L]
L]

CONFIDENTIAL




